Name: _________________________Date: ___________Per: ______________
“The Bet” By: Anton Chekov

Task: Students will read 5 short stories that vary in nature. Students will form 5 groups of 5 and complete a mini- research project that will include the following criteria: 

Author Information:
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov was born in Tanarog, Russia, near the Sea of Azov, on January 17, 1860. The very fabric of Russian society was permanently altered when Chekhov was only one year old: on February 19, 1861, Russia's serfs were freed. Chekhov himself was the grandson of a serf, and the overturning of this older social order plays a central role in many of his writings.

When his father's business failed, the family moved to Moscow, a Russian center for intellectuals. There, Chekhov grew intellectually, although he developed in two different directions. On the one hand, at the age of twenty he attended medical school at the University of Moscow, preparing himself for his lifelong profession as a physician. While at medical school, Chekhov also began writing to help support his family. He worked as a freelance writer for newspapers and magazines; the respect he gained from these often humorous pieces encouraged Chekhov to begin writing serious short stories. Tolstoy, an older Russian contemporary of Chekhov's, was a great influence on the young writer and medical student. Chekhov was quoted as saying that medicine was his lawful wife and literature was his mistress, and he remained devoted to his two professions throughout his life.

Chekhov graduated from medical school in 1884, and while he began his life as a physician, the period after his graduation also marks the moment when Chekhov began writing seriously. During the late eighties, Chekhov wrote both short stories, such as The Bear in 1888, and The Wedding in 1889, and plays, which include Ivanov in 1887 and The Wood Demon in 1889. Although these works are only of moderate acclaim and are not the masterpieces that Chekhov is best known for, they form an important part of his development as a literary figure. For example, Chekhov came back to The Wood Demon in 1896, and after re-working it and re-titling it, the finished product, known as Uncle Vanya, propelled Chekhov's success and fame in his own life and to this day.

· Consider the following questions in relation to the brief author synopsis above:

1. What is life like in Russia?

2. What types of people live there?

3. How do people “make a living” in Russia?

4. What is one thing that people rely on most?
After researching the above what prediction can be made with the short  author biography and the answers to the questions in relation to the short story?
In order to get a full understanding of the short story, prior to reading research the following:
1. What is life like living in Russia during this time? Locate it on a map.
2. What is the aspect of “a bet”? Why is it important to follow thru on a bet?
3. Investigate a recent bet that was in the public eye. Explain what is was, who made it and if the person carried it out?
***Now you are ready to read the story. As you read delve into these questions:
1. Do you think such a bet would ever be carried out in real life?
2. What might you infer about the theme of the story from the prisoner’s activities on page 212?
3. What does the banker’s inference about the prisoner’s dream indicate about the banker’s perceptiveness (page 215)?
4. What does the letter (page 216) imply about the theme of the story?
Writer’s Craft is used in literature as a stronghold to convey the essentials one may need to know. As you read “The Bet” identify 3 writer’s craft elements and explain the importance of them to the overall meaning of the story.

1. Theme- 

2. Imagery-  

3. Characterization-

Helpful website/resources:
http://worldliteraturemultimediaproject.weebly.com/no-witchcraft-for-sale.html
Medicinal plants: http://fracturedparadigm.com/2013/05/19/27-medicinal-plants-worth-your-garden-space/#axzz2ZnD3C4BU
Medicine men: http://discovernavajo.com/a11.html
History of Zimbabwe: http://www.gta.gov.zw/index.php/zimbabwe-in-brief/history-of-zimbabwe
